
SIMCOE COUNTY DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE – MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2019 

EDUCATION CENTRE – GEORGIAN ROOM 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
 

A G E N D A 
 

A. Welcome and Introductions 
 (1) Welcome 
  (a) Land Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory 
  (b) Introductions 
  (c) SCDSB Special Education Advisory Committee Statement of Beliefs 
    
 (2) (a) Approval of Agenda 
    
 (3) Approval of Minutes 
  (a) Regular Committee Meeting – October 7, 2019 (e) 
    
 (4) (a) Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 
    
B. Presentations 
(30m) (1) (a) Speech and Language Services (e) – Virginia Cooper/Frances Elvins 
    
C. Items for Decision 
(5m) (1) (a) Ontario Human Rights Commission – Right to Read Inquiry (e) – Chris Samis 
    
D. Items for Information 
 (1) Follow-up from Previous Meetings - Nil 
    
 (2) Staff Reports  
(15m)  (a) After School Skills Development Programs Update (e) – Stephen McClelland 
(15m)  (b) Parent Reaching Out Grants: SEAC Application Proposal (e) – Chris Samis 
(15m)  (c) Provincial Parent Association Advisory Committee on Special Education 

Advisory Committees Survey 2019-2020 (e) – Curt Davidson 
    
 (3) Committee Reports - Nil 
    
 (4) SEAC Member Updates 
  (a) Association/Agency Updates - All 
    
 (5) Board Member Updates 
  (a) Updates from Board Meetings 
    
 (6) Golden Buzzer 
    
E. Correspondence - Nil 
    
F. Other Matters 
    
G. Notices of Motion for Next Meeting 
    
H. Adjournment 

 
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Special Education Advisory Committee will be December 9, 2019. 
SEAC meetings are video-recorded and made available for public viewing. 
Legend: (v) - verbal; (h) - handout; (e) - electronic 



REPORT NO. SEAC A-3-a 
NOVEMBER 11, 2019 

 
TO:  The Chairperson and Members of the 
 Special Education Advisory Committee 
  
FROM: Chairperson of SEAC 
 Superintendent of Program and Special Education 
  
SUBJECT: MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

MEETING HELD OCTOBER 7, 2019      
 
The regular meeting of the Special Education Advisory Committee was held on Monday, October 
7, 2019 at the Education Centre.  
 
Roll Call 
 
PRESENT:   
SEAC Members Kevin Berry (Chairperson), Andria Howe, Tamara Lavender,  
    Rose-Ann Marchitto, Robin Moore, David O’Brien (Trustee),  
    Brandy Rafeek (Vice-chairperson), Mary Riggin Springstead,  
    Rob Smith, Dr. Susan Surry. 
      
Alternates  Marina Johnson. 
 
Staff   Curt Davidson, Rachael Fogarty, Dawn Franks,  
    Stephen McClelland, Barry Paulenko, Chris Samis,  
    Shannon Thompson.  
          
Recording Secretary Tina Bazuk. 
 
REGRETS: 
SEAC Members Mark Bryan, Sally Seabrook, Yana Skybin. 
 
ABSENT: 
SEAC Members Donna Armstrong (Trustee), Lisa-Marie Wilson (Trustee).  
 
Chairperson Berry called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

  
A. Welcome and Introductions 

 
(1) Welcome 
  

(a) Land Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory 
 

(b) Introductions 
 
Chairperson Berry welcomed committee members, staff and guests and shared 
regrets for the evening.  
 

(c) SCDSB Special Education Statement of Beliefs (A-1-c) 
 
Brandy Rafeek, Vice-chairperson, read the Statement of Beliefs.  
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(2) Approval of Agenda  
 

Chairperson Berry requested the agenda be amended to move item D-2-a, 2019 
Northern Exposure: CNIB’s Lake Joseph Centre, ahead of item B-1-a, Margaret Gallow 
Spirit Award for Community, to accommodate the student and family. 
 
Moved by Andria Howe 
Seconded by David O’Brien 
 
That the agenda be approved as amended.  

 
      CARRIED 
 

(3) Approval of Minutes 
 

(a) Minutes of the Regular SEAC Meeting held September 9, 2019 (A-3-a) 
 

Moved by Brandy Rafeek 
Seconded by Tamara Lavender 
 
That the minutes be approved as written. 

 
      CARRIED 
 

(4) Declaration of Conflicts of Interest - Nil 
 
Rose-Ann Marchitto entered the meeting at this time.  
 
D. Items for Information 
 

(2) Staff Reports  
 

(a) 2019 Northern Exposure: CNIB’s Lake Joseph Centre (D-2-a) 
 
Chris Samis, Superintendent of Program and Special Education, introduced Barry 
Paulenko, Vision Resource Teacher, and Kylie Thorp, student, and Stacey Fleming, 
parent, who provided an overview of the Northern Exposure camp attended in June 
2019. 
 
The Northern Exposure camp, funded by the Military Police Fund for Blind Children 
and the local Lion’s Club, was attended by six students who are blind or have sight 
loss, along with three Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) vision 
resource teachers from June 3 – 6, 2019. The camp provided students the 
opportunity to connect with other students with vision loss, build a sense of 
belonging within a community of those with similar shared experience, build their 
self-esteem and gain new skills. The camp is a barrier free environment that is fully 
accessible.  

 
Shannon Thompson entered the meeting at this time. 
  

Superintendent Samis, Barry Paulenko, student and parent responded to questions 
from SEAC members at this time.  
 
This report is provided for information. 
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B. Presentations 
 
(1) (a) Margaret Gallow Spirit Award for Community (B-1-a) 

 
Superintendent Samis and Tamara Lavender, SEAC member, Catulpa 
Community Support Services, advised that Stephen McClelland, Principal of 
Special Education, was awarded the Margaret Gallow Spirit Award for Community 
at the Annual General Meeting in September 2019.  
 
Each year, Catulpa recognizes a community member or partner who upholds the 
agencies values within their own organization. Principal McClelland consistently 
demonstrates the Catulpa values and nurtures the culture of inclusivity, social 
growth and advocacy. His long-term commitment to enhancing the lives of 
children with special education needs and their families, makes him a worthy 
recipient for the award. 
 

(b) Trauma Informed Classrooms (B-1-b) 
 
Principal McClelland provided an overview of the Trauma Informed Classrooms 
professional learning available to staff. 
 
This professional learning is designed to provide staff an introduction to what 
trauma is, how it’s manifested in the classroom and what staff can do to support 
students impacted by trauma, as well as build a trauma sensitive classroom. The 
intent is to provide staff with some explicit actions and next steps that can be 
implemented the following day in a classroom. 

 
Through the professional learning, staff are introduced to the Playfulness, 
Acceptance, Curiosity and Empathy (PACE) principles when thinking, feeling, 
communicating and behaving to help a child feel safe.  
 
Superintendent Samis and Principal McClelland responded to questions from 
SEAC members at this time.  
 

C. Items for Decision - Nil 
 

D. Items for Information 
 

(1) Follow-up from Previous Meeting - Nil 
                                                                                                                               

(2) Staff Reports  
 

(a) 2019 Northern Exposure: CNIB’s Lake Joseph Centre (D-2-a) 
 
Item D-2-a, 2019 Northern Exposure: CNIB’s Lake Joseph Centre, was moved 
ahead of item B-1-a, Margaret Gallow Spirit Award for Community. 
 

(b) Special Education and the Importance of Workplace Health and Safety (D-2-b) 
 
Superintendent Samis provided an overview of special education and workplace 
health and safety. 
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Over the past three years, the Ministries of Labour and Education have worked 
together to ensure safe working and learning environments. Through this 
collaboration, areas of risk were identified such as, during transitions and the 
sharing of information, as appropriate, to ensure safety. 
 
As a result, the SCDSB implemented a number of changes, including migrating 
all Safety Plan – Notification of Worker Risk (SP-NoWR) into the Student 
Management System, implementing a Transition Checklist and standardizing 
school-based procedures to ensure appropriate information is shared and the 
safety of staff. With these changes, a new Administrative Procedures 
Memorandum (APM) A4065 – Workplace Violence Prevention, was developed, 
and APM A1435 – Management Process for Student Behaviours Causing Risk of 
Injury, was rescinded.  Significant care was taken to ensure all important elements 
of APM A1435 were incorporated into either the new or existing APMs. 
 
Safety concerns that are not related to worker risk have been removed from the 
SP-NoWR and added to the Alternative page in the students’ Individual Education 
Plan (IEP). This allows staff to detail the teachable skills and how to measure the 
behaviour.  
 
Superintendent Samis and Principal McClelland responded to questions from 
SEAC at this time.  
 
This report is provided for information. 
 

(c) Professional Learning for Educational Assistants (D-2-c) 
 
Curt Davidson, Principal of Special Education, provided an overview of the 
various professional learning opportunities offered to educational assistants (EAs) 
on designated professional activity days. Sessions are directly tied to positive 
student outcomes that are essential for success. 
 
Superintendent Samis, Principal Davidson and Principal McClelland responded 
to questions from SEAC at this time.  

 
This report is provided for information. 

 
(3) Committee Reports - Nil 

 
(4) SEAC Member Updates  

 
(a) Association/Agency Updates – All (D-4-a) - Nil 

 
(5) Board Member Updates 

 
(a) Updates from Board Meetings (D-5-a) - Nil 

 
(6) Golden Buzzer 

 
1. Principal McClelland shared a golden buzzer moment for October 2019. 

 
E. Correspondence - Nil 
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F. Other Matters 
 
1. Superintendent Samis advised that a tentative settlement has been reached between 

CUPE and the government.  
  

2. Principal McClelland noted that the SCDSB is hosting the Provincial Care, Treatment, 
Custody and Corrections Program (CTCC) meeting at the Education Centre on October 
24 – 25, 2019. 

 
G. Notices of Motion for Next Meeting - Nil 

 
H. Adjournment 

 
Moved by Brandy Rafeek 
Seconded by Tamara Lavender 
 
That the meeting be adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
  
  CARRIED 
 
The next meeting date is November 11, 2019. 



Speech and Language 
Services

Presented By: 
Virginia Cooper, M.Cl.Sc. & Frances Elvins, M.S.
Speech-Language Pathologists Reg. CASLPO

SCDSB

REPORT NO. SEAC B-1-a
NOVEMBER 11, 2019



Speech and Language Team



SCDSB Speech 
Language 

Pathologists (SLPs)

• Team of 6  

• Each with one Speech 
and Language 
Assistant (SLA)

• Each services 14-15 
elementary schools 
and 2-3 secondary 
schools

• Each has 250+ 
students on their 
active caseload each 
school year

Excellence in Teaching and Learning
• Math is embedded with language.  If the 

students don’t have the foundational 
language concepts, they cannot do the 
math. Math is problem solving, which SLPs 
support.

• SLPs assessments, consultations, and 
recommendations allow the students to 
better achieve their academic goals and 
help promote teaching practices 
individualized for each student.

Community
• SLPs foster partnerships with school 

teams, parents, community members, and 
other professionals within the SCDSB (e.g. 
Applied Behaviour Analysis (ABA) 
Coordinators, Special Education 
Consultants, etc.).

• Partnerships with CTN’s Augmentative 
Communication Consultation Services and 
the School Based Rehabilitation Services 
team of SLPs.

Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
• Assistive technology and Augmentative   

and Alternative Communication allow the 
student to participate in the classroom & 
with peers. 

• Students with articulation needs receive 
programming that will allow them to be 
understood by their communication partners 
and participate within their environment 
(school and community).

Well-Being 
• Without adequate speech and language 

skills, students often do not have the self-
esteem and self-confidence needed for 
well-being. 

• They also may not have the vocabulary to 
discuss their issues and to understand 
what is being promoted with self-regulation.

SCDSB
Strategic 
Priorities



How SLPs can Support the Current 
Operational Plan
SCDSB Math Goal:

• Math is embedded with language.  If the students 
haven’t developed foundational language concepts, 
they will struggle with math.  Math is problem solving, 
which SLPs support.

SCDSB Literacy Goal:
• SLPs provide information about phonological 

awareness (e.g. lunch and learns, half-day 
presentations, Kindergarten visits and demonstrations, 
modelling lessons, collaborating with Program).

• SLPs assess reading and writing as part of the 
comprehensive language assessments.



What SLPs Do
Language Assessments
• Leads to providing strategies for the 

school/home to implement in order to 
support areas of need.

• May include recommendation for 
intervention including IEPs

Speech Assessments
• May lead to intervention on IEP, home 

program, parent coaching, referral to 
community agency.



What SLPs do continued…
Speech & Language Consultations
• Range from 1 to multiple visits in order to 

support the needs of the student.  
• Can include:

– Supporting students with limited functional 
verbal communication, requiring the SLP to 
make Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication (AAC) tool recommendation, 
support device trials, and support 
implementation on an ongoing basis.

– Promoting early language stimulation 
strategies.

– Helping the school read and understand a 
report and develop Individual Education Plan 
(IEP) goals.



What SLPs do continued…
• Make referrals to outside agencies 
• Provide Professional Learning Communities 

(PLCs) to consultants, regular classroom 
teachers and special education resource 
teachers (SERTs)

• Deliver Professional Activity Day training to EAs
• Supervise SLAs who carry out the 

recommended intervention (speech & language 
goals)

• Demonstrate / model phonological awareness 
program support (e.g. phonological awareness 
lunch & learns, in-class modelling and 
screenings) 



How do SLPs Support Instruction
• Partner in instructional leadership and 

student program development (e.g. 
Program teachers, Augmentative 
Communication Consultation Services 
(ACCS) team members, Phonological 
Awareness SRA)

• Liaise with primary facilitators and special 
education consultants and facilitators

• Provide Kindergarten visits to support 
phonological awareness and language 
acquisition

• Provide direct and indirect support 



How SLPs Work with Others to Build Capacity
• Phonological Awareness SRA support
• Lunch and Learns on a variety of topics (e.g. 

phonological awareness, AAC, Aided Language 
Stimulation, word finding, etc.)

• Joint presentations with CTN ACCS



@SCDSB_SLP

Connect with us



Questions
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TO:  The Chairperson and Members of the 
 Special Education Advisory Committee 
  
FROM: Superintendent of Program and Special Education   
 
SUBJECT: ONTARIO HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION (OHRC): RIGHT TO READ INQUIRY   

 
1. Background 

 
The Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) is committed to maximizing 
educational outcomes for all students as they reach their personal goals and achieve 
success. Consistent with the goals of the SCDSB’s Strategic Priorities (2017-2022), 
fostering a culture of excellence in teaching and learning includes intentional and explicit 
literacy instruction being embedded in all areas of the curriculum. 

 
2. Current Status 
 

Reading is critically important for all students and teaching a student to read proficiently 
and confidently is foundational to their success while in school and in life. The SCDSB 
utilizes early screening procedures in Kindergarten, as well as evidenced-based direct 
reading instruction for those that require it, including those with Learning Disabilities. The 
SCDSB follows the criteria as set out in Policy/Program Memorandum (PPM) No. 8 – 
Identification of and Program Planning for Students with Learning Disabilities, when 
determining and monitoring the impact of supports and services with respect to students 
with special education needs. As well, the SCDSB is required by legislation (Education 
Act, section 8(3)(b)) to use the Ministry of Education’s approved categories of 
exceptionality if/when formally identifying a student through an Identification, Placement 
and Review Committee (IPRC), although formal identification is not required to access 
any/all special education supports or services in the SCDSB.  

 
With the ultimate goal to improve student learning outcomes, the OHRC launched a public 
inquiry (Right to Read) on October 3, 2019 to understand why students with Learning 
Disabilities struggle to learn to read proficiently and what can be done to remove barriers 
that prevent success. The inquiry will release a final report in 2020. The Right to Read 
Public Inquiry flyer is attached as APPENDIX A. 
 
The OHRC inquiry will examine five areas as part of the review, including: 

i. universal design for learning (UDL); 
ii. mandatory early screening; 
iii. reading intervention programs; 
iv. effective accommodation; and, 
v. psycho-educational assessments (if required). 

 
The OHRC has previously responded to and/or provided input on education policy in 
Ontario including: 

i. in 2019, responded to the Ministry of Education’s draft PPM on the use of service 
animals in schools; and, 

ii. in 2018, provided submission with respect to applying a human rights lens to 
education system when addressing barriers to equality and discrimination against 
students with disabilities. 
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Reading Achievement Results: 
 
To fully understand achievement results in the area of reading in 2019, it is important to 
provide context when comparing SCDSB’s students to other students in Ontario, as well 
as rest of the world, including those with special education needs.   
 
Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) – 2015: 
 
PISA is an international standardized assessment that compares 15-year-old students 
from 72 different education systems, including the 10 provinces in Canada, in areas of 
mathematics, science and reading. PISA also includes education systems in the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) such as Singapore, 
Japan, Sweden, etc.  In 2015, no education system in the world scored statistically higher 
than Ontario in reading, including any of the other 10 provinces. Students from SCDSB 
participated in the most recent PISA (2018) assessment and results from those 
assessments are expected in December 2019. It should be noted that PISA does not 
provide separate results for students with special education needs. 
 
Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO): 
 
During the 2018-2019 school year, SCDSB students participated in a series of provincial 
assessments specifically related to reading in Grades 3, 6, and 10 (Ontario Secondary 
School Literacy Test [OSSLT]). 
 
Over the past five years, SCDSB students in Grade 3 have achieved at or above 70 
percent of all students reading at Level 3 or above (compares to a B level achievement). 
That achievement increases to 79 percent in Grade 6. While SCDSB students overall 
continue to demonstrate success and improvement in the area of reading (both EQAO 
and PISA), students with special education needs, in the SCDSB and across Ontario, 
continue to achieve to a lesser degree, with approximately 50 percent of students with 
special education needs achieving at least a Level 3. That said, while EQAO uses a Level 
3 as its ‘standard or benchmark’, it is important to note that more than 90 percent of 
SCDSB students with special education needs (e.g. presence of an Individual Education 
Plan [IEP] excluding gifted) achieved a Level 2 (60 percent) or higher on the most recent 
Grade 3 and 6 EQAO assessment in reading. 
 

3. Next Steps 
 

Although the SCDSB is not one of the eight boards formally identified to be part of this 
inquiry, SCDSB parents/guardian, students and educators are also able to participate via: 

i. legal@ohrc.on.ca 
ii. 1-800-387-9080 

 
While the inquiry has gained media attention, including most recently in local media, 
SCDSB’s families, educators and communities may not be aware of this inquiry and may 
choose to participate if they are aware. The SCDSB values the role the Special Education 
Advisory Committee (SEAC) plays by advising the board on initiatives impacting special 
education programs and services. Therefore, to maximize input, and ultimately outcomes, 
SEAC has an opportunity to recommend to the Board of Trustees that the SCDSB promote 
this inquiry publicly, through the board’s Communications Department including, but not 
limited to, social media accounts (e.g. Twitter/Facebook), as well as the board’s public 
website.     
 

mailto:legal@ohrc.on.ca
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Those wishing to learn more about the inquiry are able to access additional information 
form the OHRC via (http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/news_centre/ohrc-launches-right-read-
public-inquiry) 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the Simcoe County District School Board’s Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) 
recommend that the Board approve the promotion of the OHRC’s Right to Read inquiry via the 
board’s Communication’s Department including, but not limited to, social media accounts (e.g. 
Twitter/Facebook), as well as the board’s public website to maximize exposure, and ultimately 
participation. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Chris Samis 
Superintendent of Program and Special Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 11, 2019 

http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/news_centre/ohrc-launches-right-read-public-inquiry
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/news_centre/ohrc-launches-right-read-public-inquiry


Right to Read

1-800-387-9080
416-314-4547

legal@ohrc.on.ca

Public Inquiry
The OHRC wants to hear from Ontario public 

school students, parents and educators about 
the experiences of students who have or may 

have reading disabilities. 
Please contact us at:

REPORT NO. SEAC C-1-a
APPENDIX A
NOVEMBER 11, 2019      _ 

mailto:legal@ohrc.on.caPublic
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NOVEMBER 11, 2019 

 
 
TO:  The Chairperson and Members of the 
  Special Education Advisory Committee  
 
FROM:  Superintendent of Program / Special Education  
 
SUBJECT: AFTER SCHOOL SKILLS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS UPDATE    
 
1. Background 
 

The Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) is committed to maximizing 
educational opportunities and outcomes for students with special education needs, in an 
environment that enables all students to reach their goals and achieve success, during 
and after regular school hours. 

 
2. Update  

  
During the past five years, the number of students identified with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD) in the SCDSB has increased approximately 100 percent to nearly 1,000 
total students.  

 
Starting in January 2017, the SCDSB began offering a series of After School Skills 
Development Programs to support students with ASD develop social skills. Since that 
time, program offerings have increased to include various schools and different programs 
across Simcoe County to ensure equity of opportunity for students and families during the 
school year. 
 
During the 2018-2019 school year, the various after-school programs supported nearly 
100 students between the ages of 5 and 12 with a formal diagnosis of ASD (Level 1 or 2). 
Sessions were designed to offer five programs each week, for a 10-week period during 
each of the fall, winter and spring seasons. Each session was designed to run after school 
for 60 minutes one time per week. All sessions involved a staffing compliment of 
specifically trained external providers, as well as SCDSB’s Applied Behaviour Analysis 
(ABA) support workers. 
 
In order to support skill transfer and sustainability, each skill development session included 
a mandatory parent/guardian component, where parents/guardians were provided the 
opportunity to observe sessions to learn about teaching strategies with respect to 
improving gross motor coordination, social skills acquisition, mindfulness and emotional 
regulation.   
 

3. 2018-2019 Programs Offerings  
 
Teaching Social Skills Through Music:    
 
This 10-week program included a multi-component music platform designed specifically 
to improve emotional understanding and social skill development for children ages 5 – 12 
with ASD. Sessions were experiential, hands-on and included a focus on movement, 
composition and playing instruments, etc. Coordinated and facilitated by accredited music 
therapists, the program used music to teach children with ASD how to communicate with 
others and cope with emotions. 
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Children’s Friendship Training (in partnership with Autism Ontario and Kerry’s Place): 
 
Children’s Friendship Training is a 10-week, evidenced-based group-format, parent/ 
guardian assisted social skills intervention program for children ages 8 – 12. The program 
has proven to be effective supporting children with ASD with emerging social skills who 
want to learn how to make new friends.  Originally developed at the University of California 
(UCLA), it has been used for more than 20 years with great success. During each session, 
children are explicitly taught social skills and given the opportunity to practice them 
through role-play and play-based activities such as board games, sports, etc. 
 
Play Ball Kidz Recreation Program:  
 
The Play Ball Kidz Recreation Program is a 10-week, hands-on activity-based recreational 
program that teaches children with ASD social skills through movement and recreational/ 
cooperative games. 
 
Although each social skill program varies depending on the specific elements being 
taught, some of the general skills focused on during the sessions included: 

i. rules for talking to someone else; 
ii. focus on both gross and fine motor movement; 
iii. how to use appropriate conversational skills; 
iv. how to make phone calls to friends; 
v. how to join a group; 
vi. rules for being a good sport; 
vii. rules for being a good host; 
viii. how to handle rejection or teasing; and, 
ix. how to show respect for others (other children/adults). 

 
Parent/guardian surveys were completed at the end of each session in order to improve, 
and included items such as: 

i. Do you feel your child met the goals you identified in this program? 
ii. Where strategies provided in the parent/guardian session helpful? 
iii. Overall rating of the program (i.e. enrolment process, receiving information, 

attendance, environment, location, staffing, group size, etc.)? 
iv. Challenges of the program, what could we do differently to improve the program 

and better serve children and families? 
 
Monitoring Outcomes of Programs: 
 
To measure the outcome of student learning during the programs, SCDSB ABA staff used 
the Assessment of Basic Language and Learning Skills Revised (ABLLS-R Section L - 
Social Interaction).  Those outcomes included: 

i. Play Ball – 185 percent overall growth 
ii. Music Program – 146 percent overall growth 
iii. Friendship Training – 165 percent overall growth 

 
After School Social Skills Program Family Testimonials (2018-2019): 
 
“He was quite fearful of this new experience but with support was able to fully engage and 
became eager to attend the sessions. We look forward to the next session and other 
opportunities we can enroll him in due to the success and support.” 
Parent/guardian of a participant in the Play Ball Program 
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“My son does not like physical activity and will try to avoid it whenever possible. I’ve 
enrolled him in many after school activities which he eventually quits, but play ball 
somehow is different and he does not pester me to let him quit, he attends willingly.” 
Parent/guardian of a participant in the Play Ball Program 
 
“He has become positive and trying to do new things. Actively involved with activities and 
friends.” 
Parent/guardian of a participant in the Play Ball Program 
 
“Better at taking turns, controlling impulsivity, increased confidence.”  
Parent/guardian of a participant in the Music Program 
 
“Improved social skills and ways of communication.”  
Parent/guardian of a participant in the Music Program 
 
“My son attended this program last year 2018. He loves it and can't wait to go back. He 
became a new person as I haven't seen it before. He talks about it so interested towards 
sports. He is more friendly with others and shows confidence when he is around new 
places or new people.”  
Parent/guardian of a participant in the Play Ball Program 
 
“(He) is taking more of a leadership role in his daily living and (she) is using rhythm to help 
calm herself, and to keep herself in task.” 
Parent/guardian of two participants of the Music Program 

 
4. Next Steps/Action Item 
 

Funding for this year’s programs was not confirmed until mid-September; therefore, 
program start-up has been slightly delayed. This year’s funding is now confirmed for the 
next three years which allows the SCDSB to plan with greater confidence and certainty 
moving forward and to expand the After School Social Skills Program for children/youth 
with ASD. Programs will continue to be free of charge to families and be fully subsidized 
by the SCDSB.  
 
Information/promotion of programs is currently being done via schools, SCDSB website 
(including social media releases), as well as through various community agencies/ 
associations. The intake process continues to involve an online registration, telephone or 
in-person screening to assess candidate’s ability and information about the program. 
Examples of local media attention include an article in the local newspaper.  
https://www.bradfordtoday.ca/local-news/after-school-program-opportunities-for-
students-with-asd-1741701 

 
A number of providers/session locations, etc. continue to be confirmed, but this year’s goal 
is to include at least four separate offerings throughout Simcoe County and include: 

i. Teaching Social Skills Through Music; 
ii. Children’s Friendship Training; and, 
iii. Teaching Social Skills Through Recreation. 

 
In 2019-2020 programs will continue to be offered in blocks (fall/winter/spring) throughout 
the school year across Simcoe County, at various locations, to ensure equity of 
opportunity and access. Some programs are site and provider specific and require specific 
facilities (i.e. school gymnasiums, classroom, etc.) and/or resources.  

 

https://www.bradfordtoday.ca/local-news/after-school-program-opportunities-for-students-with-asd-1741701
https://www.bradfordtoday.ca/local-news/after-school-program-opportunities-for-students-with-asd-1741701
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5. Report Status 
 

This report is provided for information. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Chris Samis 
Superintendent of Program / Special Education  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 11, 2019 
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TO:  The Chairperson and Members of the  
  Special Education Advisory Committee  
  
FROM: Superintendent of Program and Special Education   
 
SUBJECT: PARENT REACHING OUT GRANTS: SEAC APPLICATION PROPOSAL 
 
1. Background 
 

The Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) is committed to maximizing 
educational opportunities and outcomes for students with special education needs, in an 
environment that enables all students to reach their goals and achieve success.  
 
The Ministry of Education recognizes that parents/guardians are a key part of their 
child(ren)’s learning and encourages a wide range of opportunities for engagement in their 
learning. Parent Reaching Out Grants (PRO Grants) are designed to support 
parents/guardians in identifying barriers to engagement in their own communities and to 
find local solutions to involve more parents in support of student well-being and 
achievement.   
 

2. Current  
 
This year (2019-2020), the Ministry of Education has provided school boards with PRO 
Grant funds to increase parent engagement. This includes making the PRO Grant funds 
available to board’s Special Education Advisory Committees (SEACs).  
 
In order to be successful, PRO Grant applications are expected to demonstrate a 
commitment to respecting the role of parents/guardians in students’ educational 
experiences, consulting on: 

i. providing a safe and welcoming school environment; 
ii. maintaining open communication with educators; 
iii. respecting parents/guardians as a valued partner with the education system 

related to decisions about their child(ren)’s education; and, 
iv. ensuring parents/guardians are informed about the content of the Ontario 

Curriculum guidelines. 
 

Projects/workshops funded through the PRO Grants must be completed and funds spent 
during the 2019-2020 school year.  

 
PRO Grants may focus on/include: 

i. parent/guardian workshops; 
ii. parent/guardian information sessions with guest speaker(s); and/or, 
iii. parent/guardian resources (e.g. Parents’ Guide to Special Education, etc.). 

 
Expected outcomes of PRO Grants include:  

i. increased awareness of school activities and initiatives; 
ii. increased involvement in their child(ren)’s education; 
iii. increased feeling of being a valued partner in the education system; and, 
iv. increased confidence in public education. 

 
In the past, SEAC used Pro Grant funds to hold a series of workshops to engage, 
empower, and provide tools for the parents/guardians of students with differing abilities. 
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These workshop sessions were co-facilitated by SEAC members (i.e. various community 
agencies) and were offered to parents/guardians on a wide variety of topics including: 

i. transition planning (i.e. moving into, through and exiting from school);  
ii. supporting math strategies for students with special education needs; 
iii. career/life planning for students with special education needs; 
iv. maximizing the use of Augmentative Communication Systems; 
v. technology and Self-Regulation; 
vi. play-based learning for students with differing abilities; 
vii. motor development; 
viii. promoting well-being and mental health awareness; and, 
ix. technology in the 21st century.  

 
The Special Education Department was also successful in attaining in a Regional PRO 
Grant titled, “Parent Engagement in Technology”, that featured a series of activities/events 
at local elementary schools (daytime) and the SCDSB Education Centre (evening). Events 
included a keynote address by a former SCDSB student, and now motivational speaker, 
Forrest Willett, as well as opportunities for parents/guardian and students to learn about 
how assistive technology (AT) supports educational opportunities and outcomes for 
students with special education needs. Funds from the grant were also used to help 
develop, print and distribute an information pamphlet entitled “Engaging Parents in 
Technology”, that provided valuable information regarding how technology can be used 
most effectively to enhance safety, support digital citizenship and create a safe and 
supportive learning environment. Events were organized in co-operation with the 
SCDSB’s Program Department and broadcasted to all schools and parents/guardians via 
Google Hangouts On Air in order to model and leverage digital technologies. 
 

3. Next Steps 
 

The SCDSB’s Parent Involvement Committee (PIC) is meeting Tuesday, November 19, 
2019 to consider applications. With the guidance, direction, commitment and 
recommendation of the SEAC, Special Education staff would welcome the opportunity to 
partner with a SEAC member agency to apply for a PRO Grant by the deadline listed 
above. The application needs to include a general outline of what, why, where, when, as 
well as an overall focus on how the grant proposal could be used to encourage and 
enhance parental engagement to support well-being and achievement. 
 
SEAC members will be provided with an opportunity to discuss and/or propose possible 
options/applications through a Think-Pair-Share Activity during the November 11, 2019 
SEAC meeting. 

 
4. Report Status 
 

This report is provided for information. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Chris Samis 
Superintendent of Program and Special Education 
 
 
 
November 11, 2019 
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TO:  The Chairperson and Members of the 
  Special Education Advisory Committee  
 
FROM:  Superintendent of Program / Special Education  
 
SUBJECT: PROVINCIAL PARENT ASSOCIATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL 

EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEES SURVEY 2019-2020                           _   
 
1. Background 
 

The Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) is committed to maximizing 
educational opportunities and outcomes for students with special education needs, in an 
environment that enables all students to reach their goals and achieve success. 
 
The Provincial Parent Association Advisory Committee on Special Education Advisory 
Committees (PAAC on SEAC) was originally established in 1983 with the intention/goal of 
bringing together a wide variety of provincial parent associations to communicate and 
cooperate with the Ministry of Education on issues related to SEACs. PAAC, and its 
member organizations, encourage partnerships among trustees, educators, voluntary 
associations and parents/guardian, including working to improve SEAC effectiveness and 
communication, and to assist Ontario’s students with special education needs through 
shared advocacy. The provincial parent associations and their representatives are 
valuable resources not only to each other and to local SEACs but also to the Ministry of 
Education, school board officials, service providers, parents/guardians and the community 
at large. 

PAAC on SEAC meets approximately eight times per year, through which, receive updates 
from the Ministry of Education concerning changes in government policies and programs, 
as well as provides feedback about implications relating to SEAC members. 

2. Update  
 
PAAC on SEAC has conducted surveys of SEAC members across Ontario in 2009 and 
again in 2014. A summary of the previous survey is included below. 
 
PAAC on SEAC Survey 2014: Executive Summary & PAAC on SEAC Response.  
 
To ensure the voices of local SEACs continue to be represented provincially, PAAC on 
SEAC has developed a new version of the survey, with comparable questions, to find out 
what has changed and whether there are new issues or challenges.    
 
When completed, results will be posted on the PAAC on SEAC Website at: www.paac-
seac.ca and will be shared with the Ministry of Education.  
 

3. Next Steps 
 
The survey takes approximately 10 to 15 minutes to complete and individual surveys must 
be submitted by January 31, 2020.   
 
Surveys can either be completed individually (by individual members) or as single group 
response, whichever is the wish of SEAC. 
 

http://www.paac-seac.ca/wp-content/uploads/PAAC-on-SEAC-Survey-Executive-Summary-2014.pdf
http://www.paac-seac.ca/
http://www.paac-seac.ca/
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The survey is available at www.surveymonkey.com/r/HYZ3PWY. 
 
4. Report Status 
 

This report is provided as information. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Chris Samis 
Superintendent of Program and Special Education  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 11, 2019 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HYZ3PWY
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